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they are for building another ark, another time for
building a thousand, that is to say, an ark for every
family, or patriarchate, or tribe; one time this
foolish thing, and another time that; and perhaps
many men dreaming on many several methods, till at
last they bring their sleeping cogitations to a waking
consultation; and there they resolve upon the
meanest, emptiest, and most inconsistent project,
that ever any body of men formed in their heads; and
which, if the Devil had not been in them, and drawn
them into it, as I say, merely to impose upon, and
expose them even to their own ridicule, could never
have come into their heads, I mean the building of
Babel

If the Devil did excite that foolish imagination,
he must do it, as he was a mere devil, to show his
malice, to put them upon doing something extremely
ridiculous, and which should at last expose them to
their own resentments on the madness and folly of it;
or, which I rather think, he bewildered their imagi-
nations, without any immediate prospect, other than
this, that he knew it would end in some ridiculous
undertaking, either very foolish, or very wicked;
not knowing which it would be, and perhaps not much
caring, so it would be put provoking to their Maker,
and what might any way bring his displeasure upon
them.

And here, by the way, I cannot but observe, that
the method God in his providence was pleased to
take with mankind, upon their entering upon that
foolish piece of work, was the mildest and kindest
that could be imagined, and the most to their in-
terest, calculated for their good, evidently issuing
so; and that much more than letting them go on in
their madness would have been.

Had Heaven thought fit to have winked at the
audacious attempt, and to have let them go on with
It as far as their own ignorance and obstinacy would